


   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING�*A�*GARAGE�*SALE�*
OR�*MULTI-FAMILY YARD�*
SALE?�*ADVERTISE�*IT�*IN�*
THE �*TRADER �*CLASSI-
FIEDS &�*GET�*THE�*WORD�*
OUT!!! CALL�*605-673-2217  

CHRISTMAS CRAFT MAR-
KET Dec. 19-20, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Gifts galore, proudly 
homemade. Location! 
Argyle Fire Department. 
Five percent of sales will be 
donated to the fire depart-
ment.          156 51p 
HELP WANTED: 
CUSTER SENIOR 
CENTER BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS is accepting 
resumes for the full-time 
position of Custer Senior 
Center Director.  The pri-
mary duties are grant-
request writing,  finances, 
and facility management.  
Experience with 
QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary 
dependent upon related 
experience. For more infor-
mation send an email to 
cscdirvac@gmail, or call 
605-673-2708. Custer 
Senior Center is an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.          154 48tfn 

CUSTER COUNTY IS 
SEEKING A FULL-TIME 
DEPUTY AUDITOR II to join 
the Auditor’s Office, offering 
steady weekday hours, paid 
leave, and a full benefits 
package. This role involves 
supporting elections, voter 
registration, County 
Commissioners, office 
administration, and financial 
tasks, making it ideal for 
detail-oriented and organ-
ized individuals who enjoy 
public service. The position 
is Monday–Friday, 8:00 
AM–5:00 PM, with occa-
sional evenings during elec-
tion periods, and starts at 
$17.77 per hour. 
Applications are available at 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or through the 
Custer County Human 
Resources Office, and will 
be accepted until the posi-

tion is filled.          152 51c 

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME 
E M E R G E N C Y 
DISPATCHEr in our 9-1-1 
Communications Center. 
This position is responsible 
for receiving and dispatch-
ing emergency and non-
emergency calls for law 
enforcement, fire, EMS, and 
other agencies, while main-
taining professional compo-
sure in high-pressure situa-
tions. The role requires 
operating radio and comput-
er systems, documenting all 
activity in the CAD system, 
and coordinating with multi-
ple public safety agencies. 
Applicants must be 18+, a 
U.S. citizen, hold or be able 
to obtain a valid South 
Dakota driver’s license, 
have a high school diploma 
or GED, no felony convic-
tions, and be able to pass a 
background check. 
Applicants must complete 
the South Dakota 911 Basic 
Course within one year of 
hire and be willing to work 
all shifts, including nights, 
weekends, and holidays. 
Starting pay is $21.71/hour 
(non-certified) or 
$22.65/hour if currently or 
upon becoming South 
Dakota certified, with a 
$1.00/hour shift differential 
for hours worked 6 PM–6 
AM. Custer County offers 
paid holidays, vacation, sick 
leave, health insurance, 
optional dental, vision, life 
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match. 
If you wish to apply, visit 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact 
Amber Maidens, HR 
Director, at 605-673-8134 or 
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. Applications 
accepted until position is 
filled. Custer County is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Employer.         153 51c 
FOR RENT: 
ONE AND TWO BED-
ROOM efficiency apart-
ments. All utilities paid, WiFi 
Roku TV, two vehicles per 

unit. Dogs allowed. Contact 
605-440-0370.          158 4p 

YEAR AROUND RENTAL. 
Two bedroom house on 
Harbach Lane. $1200 per 
month. Call 605-440-3103 
or 605-517-0629.           157 53p 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer,��
Keystone. No pets. 
$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc 

THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc  

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            2 1tf 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 
Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn 
BUSINESS SPACE: 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT. Spacious. Pleasant 
atmosphere. Great location. 
Off-road parking. 605-673-
1531.          140 44tfn 

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          136 42tfn 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

          45 36tfn 
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 
COVERED STORAGE - 
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t  
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .  
25991  Hwy.  385 ,  
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t  
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa 
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.               

                 11  1tf 

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       10  1tf 

AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-

4646.            5 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf 

BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             7 1tf  

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED �*ADS �*WORK! Fill 
out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 
house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-605-601-

9373 

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. 
Call: 1-877-754-0067 

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket 
costs while getting the 
coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive 
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income 
based government subsi-
dies are available for 
those that qualify! 

NOTICES: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATEAUTO DETAILING

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs, 
Restretches on 

Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

HANDYMAN

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 

PAGE 4 • DEC 17, 2025 • WESTERN TRADER                                                       THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER                                                                                       605-673-2217 

States will keep pushing AI laws despite Trump’s efforts
By Madysn Fitzgerald 
Stateline via South Dakota 
Searchlight 

 
State lawmakers of both 

parties said they plan to keep 
passing laws regulating arti-
ficial intelligence despite 
President Donald Trump’s 
efforts to stop them. 

Trump signed an execu-
tive order Thursday evening 
that aims to override state ar-
tificial intelligence laws. He 
said his administration must 
work with Congress to de-
velop a national AI policy, 
but that in the meantime, it 
will crack down on state 
laws. 

The order comes after 
several other Trump admin-
istration efforts to rein in 
state AI laws and loosen re-
strictions for developers and 
technology companies. 

But despite those moves, 
state lawmakers are continu-
ing to prefile legislation re-
lated to artificial intelligence 
in preparation for their 2026 
legislative sessions. Oppo-
nents are also skeptical 
about — and likely to sue 
over — Trump’s proposed 
national framework and his 
ability to restrict states from 
passing legislation. 

“I agree on not overregu-
lating, but I don’t believe the 
federal government has the 
right to take away my right 
to protect my constituents if 
there’s an issue with AI,” 
said South Carolina Republi-
can state Rep. Brandon Guf-
fey, who penned a letter to 
Congress opposing legisla-
tion that would curtail state 
AI laws. 

The letter, signed by 280 
state lawmakers from across 
the country, shows that state 
legislators from both parties 
want to retain their ability to 
craft their own AI legisla-
tion, said South Dakota 
Democratic state Sen. Liz 
Larson, who co-wrote the 
letter. 

Earlier this year, South 
Dakota Republican Gov. 
Larry Rhoden signed the 
state’s first artificial intelli-
gence law, authored by Lar-
son, prohibiting the use of a 
deepfake — a digitally al-
tered photo or video that can 
make someone appear to be 
doing just about anything — 
to influence an election. 

South Dakota and other 
states with more comprehen-
sive AI laws, such as Cali-
fornia and Colorado, would 
see their efforts overruled by 
Trump’s order, Larson said. 

“To take away all of this 
work in a heartbeat and then 
prevent states from learning 

those lessons, without pro-
viding any alternative frame-
work at the federal level, is 
just irresponsible,” she said. 
“It takes power away from 
the states.” 

Trump’s efforts 
Thursday’s executive or-

der will establish an AI Liti-
gation Task Force to bring 
court challenges against 
states with AI-related laws, 
with exceptions for a few is-
sues such as child safety pro-
tections and data center in-
frastructure. 

The order also directs the 
secretary of commerce to 
notify states that they could 
lose certain funds under the 
Broadband Equity, Access, 
and Deployment Program if 
their laws conflict with na-
tional AI policy priorities. 

Trump said the order 
would help the United States 
beat China in dominating the 
burgeoning AI industry, 
adding that Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping did not have 
similar restraints. 

“This will not be success-
ful unless they have one 
source of approval or disap-
proval,” he said. “It’s got to 
be one source. They can’t go 
to 50 different sources.” 

In July, the Trump admin-
istration released the AI Ac-
tion Plan, an initiative aimed 
at reducing regulatory barri-
ers and accelerating the 
growth of AI infrastructure, 
including data centers. 
Trump also has revoked 
Biden-era AI safety and anti-
discrimination policies. 

The tech industry had 
lobbied for Trump’s order. 

“This executive order is 
an important step towards 
ensuring that smart, unified 
federal policy — not bureau-
cratic red tape — secures 
America’s AI dominance for 
generations to come,” said 
Amy Bos, vice president of 
government affairs for 
NetChoice, a technology 
trade association, in a state-
ment to Stateline. 

As the administration 
looks to address increasing 
threats to national defense 
and cybersecurity, a central-
ized, national approach to AI 
policy is best, said Paul 
Lekas, the executive vice 
president for global public 
policy and government af-
fairs at the Software & Infor-
mation Industry Association. 

“The White House is 
very motivated to ensure that 
there aren’t barriers to inno-
vation and that we can con-
tinue to move forward,” he 
said. “And the White House 
is concerned that there is 
state legislation that may be 

purporting to regulate inter-
state commerce. We would 
be creating a patchwork that 
would be very hard for inno-
vation.” 

Congressional Republi-
cans tried twice this year to 
pass moratoriums on state AI 
laws, but both efforts failed. 

In the absence of a com-
prehensive federal artificial 
intelligence policy, state 
lawmakers have worked to 
regulate the rapid develop-
ment of AI systems and pro-
tect consumers from poten-
tial harms. 

Trump’s executive order 
could cause concern among 
lawmakers who fear possible 
blowback from the adminis-
tration for their efforts, said 
Travis Hall, the director for 
state engagement at the Cen-
ter for Democracy & Tech-
nology, a nonprofit that ad-
vocates for digital rights and 
freedom of expression. 

“I can’t imagine that state 
legislators aren’t going to 
continue to try to engage 
with these technologies in 
order to help protect and re-
spond to the concerns of 
their constituents,” Hall said. 
“However, there’s no doubt 
that the intent of this execu-
tive order is to chill any ac-
tual oversight, accountability 
or regulation.” 

State rules 
This year, 38 states 

adopted or enacted measures 
related to artificial intelli-
gence, according to a Na-
tional Conference of State 
Legislatures database. Nu-
merous state lawmakers 
have also prefiled legislation 
for 2026. 

But tensions have grown 
over the past few months as 
Trump has pushed for dereg-
ulation and states have con-
tinued to create guardrails. 

In 2024, Colorado Demo-
cratic Gov. Jared Polis 
signed the nation’s first com-
prehensive artificial intelli-
gence framework into law. 
Under the law, developers of 
AI systems will be required 
to protect consumers from 
potential algorithmic dis-
crimination. 

But implementation of 
the law was postponed a few 
months until June 2026 after 
negotiations stalled during a 
special legislative session 
this summer aiming to en-
sure the law did not hinder 
technological innovation. 
And a spokesperson for Po-
lis told Bloomberg in May 
that the governor supported 
a U.S. House GOP proposal 
that would impose a morato-
rium on state AI laws. 

Trump’s executive order, 

which mentions the Col-
orado law as an example of 
legislation the administration 
may challenge, has caused 
uncertainty among some 
state lawmakers focused on 
regulating AI. But Colorado 
state Rep. Brianna Titone 
and state Sen. Robert Ro-
driguez, Democratic spon-
sors of the law, said they will 
continue their work. 

Unless Congress passes 
legislation to restrict states 
from passing AI laws, 
Trump’s executive order can 
easily be challenged and 
overturned in court, she said. 

“This is just a bunch of 
hot air,” Titone said. “It 
doesn’t hold any water and it 
doesn’t have any teeth be-
cause the president doesn’t 
have the authority to super-
sede state law. We will con-
tinue to do what we need to 
do for the people in our 
state, just like we always 
have, unless there is an actu-
al preemption in federal 
law.” 

California and Illinois al-
so have been at the forefront 
of artificial intelligence leg-
islation over the past few 
years. In September, Califor-
nia Democratic Gov. Gavin 
Newsom signed the nation’s 

first law establishing a com-
prehensive legal framework 
for developers of the most 
advanced, large-scale artifi-
cial intelligence models, 
known as frontier artificial 
intelligence models. Those 
efforts are aimed at prevent-
ing AI models from causing 
catastrophic harm involving 
dozens of casualties or bil-
lion-dollar damages. 

California officials have 
said they are considering a 
legal challenge over Trump’s 
order, and other states and 
groups are likely to sue as 
well. 

Republican officials and 
GOP-led states, including 
some Trump allies, also are 
pushing forward with AI 
regulations. Efforts to pro-
tect consumers from AI 
harms are being proposed in 
Missouri, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Texas and 
Utah. 

Earlier this month, Flori-
da Republican Gov. Ron De-
Santis also unveiled a pro-
posal for an AI Bill of 
Rights. The proposal aims to 
strengthen consumer protec-
tions related to AI and to ad-
dress the growing impact da-
ta centers are having on local 
communities. 

In South Carolina, Guf-
fey said he plans to intro-
duce a bill in January that 
would place rules on AI 
chatbots. Chatbots that use 
artificial intelligence are able 
to simulate conversations 
with users, but raise privacy 
and safety concerns. 

Artificial intelligence is 
developing fast, Guffey not-
ed. State lawmakers have 
been working on making 
sure the technology is safe to 
use — and they’ll keep do-
ing that to protect their con-
stituents, he said. 

“The problem is that it’s 
not treated like a product — 
it’s treated like a service,” 
Guffey said. “If it was treat-
ed like a product, we have 
consumer protection laws 
where things could be re-
called and adjusted and then 
put back out there once 
they’re safe. But that is not 
the case with any of this 
technology.” 

This story was originally 
produced by Stateline, which 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
which includes South Dako-
ta Searchlight, and is sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. 

IC: H6YF38

#483X Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box 
This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

888-919-0048
HaleGroves.com/H6YF38
Mention Code H6YF38 for your 
savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely 

guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 

freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED 

Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SAVE OVER 

52%
includes shipping

SAVE OVER 

46% 
#485X Hale Select Gift Box

BONUS DEAL! REG. $39.99

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW $3499
+$7.99
shipping
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