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Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.

CALL US NOW
1-855-492-0145

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen. 
At just under 3 lbs.*, Inogen® lightweight and compact 
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 
prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery

We have 
another 

early 
deadline 
this week 

as well 
for the  

New Year’s 
holiday! 

Deadline is 
Thursday at 

5 p.m.!
Thanks for saying 

you saw  
it in the Western 

Trader! 

NEW YEAR’S AT THE CUSTER COUNTY LIBRARY — Ring 
in 2026 (albeit 12 hours early) at the Custer County 
Library next Wednesday, as the library hosts its New 
Year’s Early Eve party. The event is scheduled for noon 
and will feature board games, puzzles, refreshments 
and a balloon drop when the clock strikes noon. [AI 
Generated Artwork]

Call 888-919-0048 or visit HaleGroves.com/H6YF38
Mention Code H6YF38 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966
IC: H6YF38

SAVE OVER 

52%
includes shipping

• 4 Grove Navels
• 4 Honey-Sweet Tangerines
• 4 Petite Navel Oranges
• 2.5 oz. Chocolate Chip Cookies

• 4 oz. Grower’s Choice 
Fruit & Nut Snack Mix

• 3 oz. Foil-wrapped 
Milk Chocolates

REG. $49.99

NOW 
$3499

+$7.99
shipping

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and snack lovers 
alike. Perfect for sharing or gifting, this box brings a 
taste of sunshine and sweetness straight to your door.

SAVE OVER 

46% BONUS DEAL! 
NOW $2999

+$7.99 
shipping

REG. 
$39.99  

#485X Hale Select Gift Box

#483X | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box



   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING A GARAGE SALE 
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN 
THE  TRADER  CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD 
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217  
HELP WANTED: 
CUSTER SENIOR 
CENTER BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS is accepting 
resumes for the full-time 
position of Custer Senior 
Center Director.  The pri-
mary duties are grant-
request writing,  finances, 
and facility management.  
Experience with 
QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary 
dependent upon related 
experience. For more infor-
mation send an email to 
cscdirvac@gmail, or call 
605-673-2708. Custer 
Senior Center is an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.          154 48tfn 
FOR RENT: 

ONE AND TWO BED-
ROOM efficiency apart-
ments. All utilities paid, WiFi 
Roku TV, two vehicles per 
unit. Dogs allowed. Contact 
605-440-0370.          158 4p 
YEAR AROUND RENTAL. 
Two bedroom house on 
Harbach Lane. $1200 per 
month. Call 605-440-3103 
or 605-517-0629.           157 53p 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer, 
Keystone. No pets. 
$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc 
THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc  
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            2 1tf 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 

Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn 
BUSINESS SPACE: 
SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          136 42tfn 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

          45 36tfn 
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 
COVERED STORAGE - 
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t  
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .  
25991  Hwy.  385 ,  

Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t  
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa 
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.               

                 11  1tf 
AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       10  1tf 
AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.            5 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf 
BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             7 1tf  
ADS WANTED: CLASSI-

FIED ADS WORK! Fill 
out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 
house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

AUCTIONS 
DOUBLE J FARMS 52ND 
Annual Simmental, 
SimAngus Bull & Bred 
Female Sale. LIVE: 
DVAuction.com Noon, 
Friday, Jan 23 @ 

Garretson, SD Kipp 
Julson 605-351-9088 
doublejsimmentals.com 
EMPLOYMENT 
GOLF COURSE SUPER-
INTENDENT for the 2026 
season with 
groundskeeping respon-
sibil ity. Please contact 
Miller Golf Course Board. 
Reno Brueggeman 605-
870-0056. Dylan 
Templeton 605-270-1670 
NOTICES: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details. 
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATEAUTO DETAILING

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

AC

We Do Repairs, 
Restretches on 

Flooring

HANDYMAN

WELLNESS SPA

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Without pennies, should retailers round up or down?
By Kevin Hardy 
Stateline via South Dakota 
Searchlight 

 
As pennies vanish from 

the American landscape, 
many businesses are clamor-
ing for federal guidance on 
how to handle cash transac-
tions in a penniless world. 

Should retailers round up 
or down? Should they round 
in favor of the customer? Or 
in favor of the business? 

So far, calls for federal 
direction have gone unan-
swered. Some businesses are 
setting their own policies, 
but states are now beginning 
to act amid growing uncer-
tainty. 

While the question re-
volves around only a few 
cents per transaction, it does 
raise important consumer 
protection and legal ques-
tions for states to consider. 
Retailers must weigh threats 
of potential lawsuits, while 
policymakers worry about 
protecting the most vulnera-
ble consumers who rely on 
cash for everyday purchases. 

President Donald Trump 
in February moved to elimi-
nate the penny from U.S. 
pocketbooks, citing the high 
cost of minting them — 
about 3.7 cents per penny. 
But even before the coin’s fi-
nal production run last 
month, U.S. retailers and 
banks were reporting wide-
spread penny shortages. 

To provide clarity, law-
makers in New York have 
proposed legislation mirror-
ing Canada’s rounding stan-
dard — up or down to the 
nearest five cents. And offi-
cials in Georgia and Utah 
have issued nonbinding 
guidance to businesses. 

“States do not have the 
luxury of waiting for the fed-
eral government,” said 
Katherine Tschopp, senior 
associate at government re-
lations firm MultiState. 

Complicating the issue 
are the growing number of 
jurisdictions requiring busi-
nesses to accept cash — a 
move aimed at protecting 
vulnerable consumers who 
may not have access to cred-
it cards or electronic pay-
ment systems. 

In November, New York 
became the ninth state to add 
such a rule, according to 
tracking from MultiState. At 
least eight major cities also 
require businesses to accept 
cash. 

A bipartisan group of fed-
eral lawmakers have pro-
posed legislation in the U.S. 
House and Senate to require 
all cash transactions be 

rounded to the nearest five 
cents, but neither proposal 
has made it to a floor vote. 

The record-breaking fed-
eral government shutdown 
and heated debate on health 
insurance subsidies have 
sidelined the penny discus-
sion, Tschopp said. She 
thinks the federal govern-
ment will likely determine a 
national rounding policy — 
eventually. But in the mean-
time, she expects more states 
to weigh in. 

New York Democratic 
Assemblymember John T. 
McDonald III said he agreed 
with Trump’s move to phase 
out the costly production of 
the penny. But businesses 
are asking for some kind of 
guidance now, he said. 

“In the absence of federal 
action, I think it’s important 
that the states act to provide 
clarity — clarity for every-
body: clarity for the con-
sumer, as well as the mer-
chant and the state,” Mc-
Donald told Stateline. 
Approaches to rounding 

McDonald’s proposed 
legislation mirrors Canada’s 
rounding policy following 
the 2012 elimination of its 
one-cent coin. His bill calls 
for so-called symmetrical 
rounding of after-tax cash 
purchases to the nearest five-
cent mark. Purchases ending 
with one, two, six or seven 
cents would be rounded 
down. And purchases ending 
in three, four, eight or nine 
cents would be rounded up. 

So, a consumer would get 
no cash back from a $1.99 
purchase. But a retailer 
would hand over a nickel to 
someone spending $1.97. 

McDonald sits on the Na-
tional Conference of State 
Legislature’s State and Local 
Taxation Task Force that has 
been examining the penny 
issue. That task force has 
recommended symmetrical 
rounding as the fairest 
method for merchants and 
consumers. 

McDonald noted that the 
NCSL group reached a bi-
partisan consensus on the is-
sue. And he said he’s found 
no opposition from New 
York businesses or con-
sumer groups on his bill. 

“In this day and age 
where we seem to have a lot 
of fractious conversations on 

other issues, it’d be nice to 
find something that actually 
we can all agree on,” he said. 
“And to have it start with the 
good old little penny would 
be a good spot.” 

On Wednesday, South 
Dakota Republican state 
Sen. Tim Reed urged state 
lawmakers to start commu-
nicating with agencies, re-
tailers and the public over 
the issue. 

A co-chair of the NCSL 
task force, he said businesses 
need guidance and con-
sumers may need reassur-
ance. While he acknowl-
edged concerns about 
“strategic pricing” — in 
which retailers set prices to 
push rounding to their ad-
vantage — the group’s re-
port characterized that as a 
“limited risk.” 

“Everybody’s thinking, 
‘Oh, I’ll get overcharged, or 
I’ll get undercharged,’” 
Reed said at an NCSL virtu-
al event about the penny. He 
said it would be good for 
people to know that “really 
this is all going to kind of 
wash out in the end.” 

New York Democratic 
state Sen. James Sanders Jr. 
said the cash acceptance law 
he sponsored earlier this 
year ensures people without 
access to smartphones or 
banking are not excluded 
from commerce. That law 
also says customers paying 
with cash cannot be charged 
more than other buyers. 

“Otherwise, you ab-
solutely have a two-tiered 
system,” he said, noting that 
cash is “a lifeline” for work-
ing families, older adults, 
immigrants and small busi-
nesses. 

Sanders said he would 
prefer for retailers to round 
down to the nearest nickel 
on cash transactions to pro-
tect consumers. 

“For the large corpora-
tions, this could be a differ-
ence of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars if they are 
steadily rounding up,” he 
said. While each rounding 
transaction represents a loss 
or gain of only a few cents, 
Sanders said, “multiply that 
by tens of thousands of peo-
ple, and you’ve effectively 
raised the price of your prod-
uct without any type of sanc-
tion.” 

Sanders said he plans to 
introduce legislation on the 
matter soon, but added that 
he remains open to McDon-
ald’s current proposal of 
symmetrical rounding. More 
than anything, he said, busi-
nesses desire some kind of 
guidance. 

“We’re not trying to cheat 
business. We’re just trying 
not to be cheated by busi-
ness,” he said. “The people 
I’ve been speaking to are 
honest souls, and they just 
want to know the right thing 
to do in a penniless society.” 

A rapid change 
The U.S. Mint in 

Philadelphia struck the last 
penny on Nov. 12, but pen-
nies were already scarce at 
that time. 

By mid-November, more 
than 100 of the govern-
ment’s 165 coin distribution 
sites across the country were 
without pennies, according 
to the Retail Industry Lead-
ers Association, which repre-
sents major chains including 
CVS, Target and 7-Eleven. 

In a November survey of 
its members, that organiza-
tion found six national 
chains had more than 1,000 
stores that had no pennies. 

The association said most 
of its survey respondents 
were rounding cash transac-
tions to the benefit of cus-
tomers — always down to 
the nearest five cents. While 
it’s fair for shoppers, it’s 
“costing businesses millions 
of dollars as small amounts 
add up across thousands of 
daily cash transactions.” 

While states weigh the is-
sue, the association is push-
ing for a federal answer. 

“We are urging the feder-
al government to quickly ad-
dress the problem, to allow 
for uniform adjustments by 
retailers that operate in a 
multitude of states,” Austen 
Jensen, the organization’s 
senior executive vice presi-
dent of public affairs, said in 
a statement to Stateline. 

Other groups, including 
the American Bankers Asso-
ciation, have also pushed for 
federal action. 

“They’re obviously con-
cerned about it and wanting 
a federal fix,” said Christo-
pher Phillips, a partner at 
law firm Holland & Knight. 
“The government fairly 

abruptly decided they 
weren’t going to mint any 
more pennies and these 
shortages of pennies spread 
fairly quickly across the 
country.” 

For retailers, the problem 
is both practical and legal, 
said Phillips, who represents 
payment system companies 
and financial technology 
firms. 

In many of the jurisdic-
tions that require merchants 
to accept cash, the laws ex-
plicitly forbid charging cash 
customers more — and have 
a per-transaction fine for vi-
olations, raising the possibil-
ity of big fees. And Phillips 
said merchants could face 
class-action lawsuits for 
rounding policies in which 
plaintiffs argue they are 
charged more than adver-
tised or face unfair or decep-
tive business practices. 

Federal regulations also 
ban retailers from charging 
more for purchases made 
with food stamps, through 
the Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program, or 
SNAP. Cash rounding poli-
cies complicate that rule, as 
some customers would be 
charged less for certain cash 
purchases than those using 
SNAP cards. 

“The unintended conse-
quences of these administra-
tive actions, and these laws 
and how they flow together 
to create real problems that 
were certainly never envi-
sioned,” Phillips said. 

So far, merchants have 

come up with their own poli-
cies. 

Because of the penny 
shortage, the East Coast con-
venience store chain Sheetz 
asked customers to move to 
cashless payments or round 
up to support charitable 
causes. It even offered free 
beverages for those willing 
to cash in 100 pennies. 

Kwik Trip, which oper-
ates convenience stores 
across the Midwest, in Octo-
ber announced its registers 
would automatically round 
down cash transactions to 
the nearest nickel in favor of 
customers. 

But without a federal 
standard, the landscape is 
patchy, Phillips said. Round-
ing creates a winner and a 
loser in each cash transac-
tion. Some companies have 
pushed to standardize their 
practice across the country, 
but others will only choose 
to round down if required. 

“Others are like, ‘You 
know what? This is actual 
money for us,’” he said. 
“‘We’re not just going to 
give it up for the sake of 
convenience.’” 

This story was originally 
produced by Stateline, which 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network 
which includes South Dako-
ta Searchlight, and is sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. See more at 
southdakotasearchlight.com. 

To ensure publication, 
ads must be received 

by 5 p.m. Friday  
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