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another
early
deadline
this week
as well
for the
New Year’s
holiday!
Deadline is
Thursday at
op.m.!

NEW YEAR'S AT THE CUSTER COUNTY LIBRARY — Ring
in 2026 (albeit 12 hours early) at the Custer County
Library next Wednesday, as the library hosts its New
Year's Early Eve party. The event is scheduled for noon
and will feature board games, puzzles, refreshments
and a balloon drop when the clock strikes noon. [Al
Generated Artwork]

Thanks for saying
you saw

it in the Western
Trader!

THE RIDGE

LONG TERM RV snss}
605-673-2720 —

CLOSES JAN.
€ 026

TENNYSON ESTATE &
GUESTS ONLINE AUCTION

Featuring: ‘14 Ford Taurus, ODO 79,838; Lionel trains &
accessories; Craftsman garden tractor & yard sweeper; garden
supplies; Clay fire pot; patio furniture; cabinets; metal shelving;
file cabinets; books; turbo heaters; household furnishings;
washer & dryer; Everett piano w/bench; commercial kitchen
appliances; food containers; convection oven; three door
beverage refrigerator; food warmers and so MUCH MORE!

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS

e \ X L =
#483X | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and snack lovers
alike. Perfect for sharing or gifting, this box brings a
taste of sunshine and sweetness straight to your door.

¢ 4 oz. Grower’s Choice
Fruit & Nut Snack Mix

* 3oz. Foil-wrapped
Milk Chocolates

* 4 Grove Navels

* 4 Honey-Sweet Tangerines
+$7 99

« 4 Petite Navel Oranges shipping

+ 2.50z. Chocolate Chip Cookies

BONUS DEAL! &5

gy NOW $2999

Call 888-919-0048 or visit HaleGroves.com/H6YF38
M Mention Code HEYF38 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X.
GROVES

SAVE OVER

*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025

SINCE 1947 - HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966
1C: HGYF38

December 24;' 2()25
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STORE CLOSING

FOR THE SEASON

ENTIRE
INVENTORY

0% OFF

OR MORE

HALF

OFF THE LOWEST
MARKED PRICE

CLEARANCE

Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen.
At just under 3 Ibs.; Inogen® lightweight and compact
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your
prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9Ibs. with a standard battery

SM250015 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen,
Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

We hope this Season and the New Year deliver
memories you will cherish for a lifetime.

mw@mmy

From Team Lewis

14 W Mt. Rushmore Rd., Custer, SD
DestinationBlackHills.com 605-673-5885
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THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

605-673-2217

STEELE

\ Collision & Glass

Welcome ﬂllldsl_

Our Families Thank Yours for Your Patronage
For Now Over 20 Years!

WellrdlyAppreciatellt”

it Repar & Replacement

1025 Crook St., Custer ® 605-673-3443

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISEITIN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217

HELP WANTED:
CUSTER SENIOR
CENTER BOARD OF

DIRECTORS is accepting
resumes for the full-time
position of Custer Senior
Center Director. The pri-
mary duties are grant-
request writing, finances,
and facility management.
Experience with
QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary
dependent upon related
experience. For more infor-
mation send an email to
cscdirvac@gmail, or call
605-673-2708. Custer
Senior Center is an equal
employment  opportunity

ONE AND TWO BED-
ROOM efficiency apart-
ments. All utilities paid, WiFi
Roku TV, two vehicles per
unit. Dogs allowed. Contact
605-440-0370.

YEAR AROUND RENTAL.
Two bedroom house on
Harbach Lane. $1200 per
month. Call 605-440-3103
or 605-517-0629.

TWO BED, ONE BATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413. 73 thne

THREE BEDROOM, ONE
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413. 74 tinc

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397

158 4p

157 53p

2 1tf

Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.

BUSINESS SPACE:

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE
at the Old World Plaza on
Main Street, Hill City. Call
605-574-4635.

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN
A SMALL SPACE FOR
RENT on Main Street in
Hill City. Approximately
750-square feet. Food
service qualified (former
ice cream/antique shops).
Available immediately.
NOwW IS THE TIME.
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.

45 36tfn

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -

4 1tfn

136 42tfn

RV, ATV, Boats. At
Plenty Star Ranch.
25991 Hwy. 385,

DEADLINE:
Friday at 5 p.m.

PRICE:

15¢,word over that
PAYMENT:

605-673-2217

$10.00 for 15 words,

522 Mt. Rushmore Rd.

ERROR RESPONSIBILITY:
Customers are asked to check their ad
immediately after publication and

report at once any error found.

Claims for adjustment should be made
at that time. The newspaper is responsible

for an incorrect ad only the first time it runs,
so check your ad carefully.

BRINGING BUYERS & SELLERS TOGETHER

Custer. Monthly/annu-
al rates. Twelve-foot
tall entrance. Call Isa
Kirk at 605-440-2233.

11 1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
storage units. New
Construction. Close to
Custer. 605-673-4701.

10 1tf
AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 units.
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.
SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025. 6 1tf
BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1t

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-

5 1tf

FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

A S
= South Dakota =
mStatewidegy

Bl Classifieds EE

AUCTIONS
DOUBLE J FARMS 52ND
Annual Simmental,

SimAngus Bull & Bred

Female Sale. LIVE:
DVAuction.com Noon,
Friday, Jan 23 @

Garretson, SD Kipp
Julson 605-351-9088
doublejsimmentals.com

EMPLOYMENT

GOLF COURSE SUPER-
INTENDENT for the 2026
season with
groundskeeping respon-
sibility. Please contact
Miller Golf Course Board.
Reno Brueggeman 605-
870-0056. Dylan
Templeton 605-270-1670

NOTICES:.

ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.

employer. 1440 |LONG TERM RV SITES
FOR RENT: AVAILABLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest

ARE YOU
READING
THIS?

Chances are your

i - Lo TN >
customers are too! NEVER WATCH ANOTHER COMMERCIAL DURING

YOUR FAVORITE PRIMETIME SHOWS

This space works well for businesses, events, auctions,
buying/selling, help wanted - almost anything!
Reach the readers of 100+ newspapers
across South Dakota for one LOW Cost!

High-Speed Internet $49.99/mo Free Next-Day Installation*

Thousands of On-Demand Shows & Movies
NFL RedZone available with Multi-Sport Pack

RN =S 300
\'“-"""'"

FREE DISH Voice Remote

Contact this newspaper or call :
we. Streaming Included - Live TV on 5 Devices &)

800-658-3697 to find out how.

—
‘KW 1-855-769-1414

Graphic Designer / Vinyl Installer
Image360 Rapid City, Rapid City, SD
Image360 Rapid City seeks temporary full-time Graphic
Designer / Vinyl Installer workers from January 1, 2026 to
August 1, 2026. Duties include creating digital artwork for
signs, wraps, decals, and branding; preparing production-ready
files; operating Adobe lllustrator and Photoshop; reviewing
customer artwork; producing proofs; and assisting with wide-
format printing. Additional duties include installing vinyl
graphics, wraps, decals, and signage on vehicles, windows,
walls, floors, and various substrates; trimming, weeding,
masking, laminating, and performing general production tasks.
Must lift up to 50 Ibs and perform standing, bending, kneeling,

and ladder work.
« 40 hours/week, Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM-5:00 PM
(hours may vary).

Classified Ad Form - Deadline - 5 p.m. Friday

+ Wage: $[Prevailing Wage Determination)/hour. Classified Ad Category List Date
« Overtime: Available as needed at ${OT Rate}hour. Circle One
=Na elcljuf_:ation r{equirded; experience in design or Announcements Horses, Livestock Name
installation preferred.
. Worksite: 1161 Deadwood Ave, Suite 7, Rapid City, SD :“"‘I‘,“es ta":” ig"FGa:;e"
57702. ppliances (?S a ou Address
« Employer will provide all tools and equipment required. Arts and Crafts M'SC} for Sale
« Employer guarantees work for at least three-fourths of the Autos for Sale Mobile Homes
workdays in each 12-week period. Auto Parts, Repair Motorcycles
« Employer will hire any qualified U.S. worker who applies. Boats Personal Phone
« Daily transportation not provided. Business Opportunity Pets and Supplies
Apply at Job Service South Dakota or Child Care Photography Insertion Dates:
contact Image360 Rapid City at 605.721.6465. Computers Real Eslgle :
Applicants with relevant experience are encouraged to Farm and Ranch Rec. Vehicles
share a portfolio during the application process. Firewood Rentals
Flea Markets Services
Furniture Sporting Goods
Garage Sales - Wanted
Help Wanted Other

DIRECTIONS: Write your ad below, one word per line. Remember, make sure your ad includes a phone number. Garage Sale
ads need to include date, time, location and directions (if your location is difficult to find).

Make your Classified Ad
Stand Out from the Rest!

1 2 3 - 5 6 7
Add a photo to your R B R
l iﬁ d d f nl $10 15 $10.00 16 $10.15 17 $10.30 18 $10.45 19 $10.60 20 $10.75 21 $10.90
Classuica aa 1or o y
You must vaide the P}JOI‘O . Prepaymmt rgquim] 22$11.05 23 $11.20  24$11.35 25 $11.50 26 $11.65 27 $11.80 28 $11.95
To ensure publication, your ad and photo
29812.10 30 $12.25 31$12.40 32 $12.55 33 $12.70 34 $12.85 35 $13.00
must be received by Fridays at 5 p.m.
CUSTER C OUNTY 36$13.15 37 $13.30 38$13.45 39 $13.60 40 $13.75 41 $13.90 42 $14.05
43 $14.20 44 $14.35 45 $14.50 46 $14.65 47 $14.80 48 $14.95 49 $15.10
e Run my ad Weeks x $ =$ BOId Type
) ) Credit Card/Billing Charge + :
Bringing you the news for 127 years Tota $1.00 Extra
Paid $ Cash Check #

Credit Card/Exp. Date No.

605-673-2217
522 Mt. Rushmore Rd * Custer, SD
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Z Business and Professional Directory

YOUR GUIDE TO SOUTHERN Hir1Ls BUSINESSES

ELECTRICAL SERVICE CONSTRUCTION EYE DOCTOR FLOORING

Freeman’s Electric . e - R We Do Repai i
: - & D e Do Repairs,
-Service Inc. Ta“ev Gonstlfu'c‘tlon ~—" I_T\I:,ﬁm!,f_r N 2 Restretches on Rent th:S
Serving the Custer Area \lv)'” \]\ ork ’SCP?E_‘] a:;_ks 322 Mt. Rushmore Rd. - Custer Flooring Space:
FREE Estimates ‘ateriines o koad Grading | Walk-ins & New Patients Welcome e
24 Hour Answering Service Dump Truck Service 673-2716 ) 152752.3?]9“}5 Only $1 1 00 a week
Your Call — Our Command FREE Estimates * 574-2155 | www.visionsource-custer.com |-k - (Off America Center Rd) | (™mmum free monih commitment
Custer — 673-3701 Reasonable Rates Vision Source! Q7 Custer * 605-673-2099 673-2217
FINANCIAL WATER WELL DRILLING
Jim Meyer, AAMS® = .
Financial Planner W ALEx%l;gngdﬂ-l;.:l;lsN‘G INC. Rent this Rent this
39 N. 4th Street FREEDOM HILLS | info@alexanderdrillinginc.com Space' Space'
Custer, SD WEALTH MANAGEMENT * Water Well Drilling .
57730 associated with Raymond James :;Z';ﬂ"grjg:ﬁ:"" Sarvies only $11.00 a week only $11.00 a week
e IO TWINNG sz T : y,.. " 2 DUSTR (minimum three month commitment) (minimum three month commitment)
6056732367  www frccdomhillswm.com | WWW. alexanderdnllmgmc com 673-2217 673-2217
Russ Rent th:s W.E.A.V.E. | Fall River Carr Elecitic Co. LLC
Women ESCAPING A VIOLENT ENVIRONMENT - Bios/
jOh nson space P.O. Box 729 Custer County Veterlnary Cllnlc 25 Years Frcc
. Custer, S 57730 Sheriff HOT SPRINGS of Estimates
COHStI'UCtIOI'I Only $1 1 00 a week 673-8176 Mon.—Sat. 8am-5pm éxperience
mlnlmu% th7r<§ mgg %o;mltment 24-Hour Crisis Line S Wed. 8am-8pm -+ 605-745-3786 Fhnsae oo s il
- 673-HELP (4357) =i==! | Emergency * 605-745-3786 : 4
605-574-2881 Toll Free: 1-800-424-3574 Dustin Ii;?own. gvm * Kayla Brown, DVM 605-670-0996

ELECTRICIAN
Im=men —sss———

ACK llll.l,s | Iron Mountain Electric, LLC

* Residential Construction § “.
GRAVEI. Commercial * Residential * Farm & Ranch

* Construction Management
26248 Lime Kiln Road Licensed & Insured Electricians, LOCALLY owned & operated in

» Site Development
Palll 605 440 1201 rlngle. S Custer County since 2010 * Specializing in new custom homes, site

) MOUy,.
f development & consultation * Skid steer & Mini Excavator services
ALPHA BUILDERS Haylee - 605-228-0943  § WSS LTAIASUOIE CaRYiaL § @ “Seving Coste & Pl Rivr Counti

. B A H * 379 Main St., Pri
e P alphabunlders net P\ 605-440-1031 605-863 5170 ( B 60‘;:2’;32';‘5"1“‘}‘}{0“"““,0;:@ ngle
AUTO DETAILING REAL ESTATE HANDYMAN

ail.com

) T KTy EVANS REPAIR
=T, DEZ§§$‘§§§§ N Amanda C arhn Appliances * Furnaces Re nt th i S
.sg!!z‘s‘sliﬁﬁk PACKAGES Your Southern Black Hills Realtor Water Heaters & Service ]
$60-8200! 60 5 4 40 7 5 87 iaaperr| Handyman Services S pace H

ISITUS @

o | John Evans, Jr

TR AR b cou . :
O 4 JLT blackhill h K
cp,\cx,:::”r-o-i\.; ackhillssouthernrealty@gmail.com [R5y Cell: 605-673-1600 OnIV
EMAIL:SCHAFFERAUTODETAILING @ GMAIL.com | TPINKINg of selling? Curious to know what your land and home value are? Give me a call Home: 605-673-3048
REAL ESTATE WELLNESS SPA BLASTING & CONTRACTOR PRINT/COMPUTER $22.00 a
= - int@vectordpt.com
Buy or Sell | SW rrrrrr J INESS A-1 Df""ng& B|as“ng - 3 Week

with me' | Development Blasting Residential | &%
M e Ditch Lines Quarries e C @P (minimum three month
i “Serving The Entire Black Hills Area”|
: Float Tank * Cryo Therapy Commltment
[Sock w60 58 6 8" 558 | Infrared Sauna * Red Light Therapy Fully Insured DESIGN | PRINT | TECH 67 3 2 2 17

Tanning * Pressotherapy Your LOCAL Design & Print Shop!
| sellingblackhills@gmail.com: Magsags Therapry Shawn Stiles R e i

m® MLS, 2 365. 6th St. « Custer » 605-673-2162 605-578-1991 1164 Mt Rushmore Rd  Custer » 605-673-2740

WINDOWS & GLASS * HANDYMAN HEATING & COOLING
Riddle’s Gl :
Roma oty | IntegrityRealty | KEYSTONE
ove Fronts/Entrances @ Exterior Potio Doors “Your local, knowledgeable, Real Estate Agents” . 3 s
Srﬁﬁ:ssf REIerX[EW\?ﬂ.’.ﬁeS[\d&'.‘ﬂUIf;'/I'ngM s 2(:,‘7,;,;9:;3 E;-odt:v! Stk e HANDVMEN wltt’s Heatlng &

fromane © (ommexciol Win
Automtic Doors # Commercial Windows “Your To-Do List Just Got Shorter"

Vi & o Do 605-574-4444 or 605-391-8373 | ATy Air Conditioning, Inc.
6053434999 » :‘it;d’lt::g“l’a?:i'os:v? www.landlotshomes.com Home Repairs * Remodeling | 104 South 9th «Custer
Painting * Carpentry * Assembly 673_3212

EXCAVATING+*BASEMENTS*DIRT*GRAVEL*SEPTIC
Expect Honest Work and Fair Prices Re nt th|s Plumbing * Electrical * Drywall

) Nlelsen EnterprlSBS, llllc space| Weather Proofing* Trash Hauling |  Heating and (JIIIIEX:

E . 3 s * DIrt Work Miscellaneous Odd Jobs Service and Installation
» Excavating - Basements  Dit Work | ,,, $11.00 a week Heat Pumps
(minimum three month commitment)

8 Mark Nielsen + 24890 Sylvan Lake Rd, Custer Gas and Oil Furnaces
605-673-4701 » Cell: 673-1519 673-2217 (605) 415-6172 and Boilers

HEATING & AC * CONSTRUCTION FINANCIAL ADVISOR FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Custer Heating & A/G

Otfice: Custer, SD 57730

6055671352951

www.custerheating.com D d
Serving the CSIgne STONE & LANDSCAPING

for your
Southern Black Hills
Sylvan Lake Road Home gwlﬁgTONE COMPANY R E N T T H I S
Custer, SD : gl;lfllégsn
o * Crushed Stone - 5 Colors
HUACY? Kitchensf g SPACE!
: ; iz:)mmone i eliver o
/ by Karla B;::z:ltt:lllnsgt Stone At\,falilabIZ!
Custer, SD 57730 il

V' 605.580.0183 e only $34 a week

« Custom Design +Cement  Mortar Coor« Other Supples | (myinimum three month commitment)

* Competitive Pricing Gravel Hauling

«By Appointment Only Sand for Power Line Construction
www.Kitchenshykarla.com e 673-221 7
kitchensbykarla@gmail.com* www.bertch.com o teegeod oo d

Karla Haagenson ¢ Owner 605-574-2760

Call for your free quote

Edward Jones > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC EdwardJones ot

Invest in a way that shares

Working together for your financial future. | yourvalues.

Let's map out your future together.

Kris Zerbe, AAMS® Jared N. Slagle MarkAKoch
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor North O e
605-673-4092 tW 605-673-4092 n 7 sea

edwardjomes.com

OWNER3
Beb Brown

Business & Professional Ads are a great way for your business to not only get noticed, but to stay in
people’s minds when they need to utilize a local business service. “Out of sight out of mind.” Let’s

face it, if you aren’t reading the Custer County Chronicle or the Hill City Prevailer at lunch on
Wednesdays or Thursdays, you are not really going to know what’s going on. People depend on us for
all local news. Advertising is also a great way to reach potential new customers/clients and to boost your

business. Come in or call 605-673-2217 and we can help. We will even build you an ad at no extra charge!
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605-673-2217

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

A Gallery of dGifts Awaits!

Seven local artists, one gallery.

757 Mt. Rushmore Rd. e Custer, SD
312.505.4592

2 column X 4 inch
color ad

for $32

(for retail business only)

S$S100
(normal price)

2 column X 4 inch
color ad

for $32

(for retail business only)

$S100
(normal price)

Without pennies, should retailers round up or down?

By Kevin Hardy
Stateline via South Dakota
Searchlight

As pennies vanish from
the American landscape,
many businesses are clamor-
ing for federal guidance on
how to handle cash transac-
tions in a penniless world.

Should retailers round up
or down? Should they round
in favor of the customer? Or
in favor of the business?

So far, calls for federal
direction have gone unan-
swered. Some businesses are
setting their own policies,
but states are now beginning
to act amid growing uncer-
tainty.

While the question re-
volves around only a few
cents per transaction, it does
raise important consumer
protection and legal ques-
tions for states to consider.
Retailers must weigh threats
of potential lawsuits, while
policymakers worry about
protecting the most vulnera-
ble consumers who rely on
cash for everyday purchases.

President Donald Trump
in February moved to elimi-
nate the penny from U.S.
pocketbooks, citing the high
cost of minting them —
about 3.7 cents per penny.
But even before the coin’s fi-
nal production run last
month, U.S. retailers and
banks were reporting wide-
spread penny shortages.

To provide clarity, law-
makers in New York have
proposed legislation mirror-
ing Canada’s rounding stan-
dard — up or down to the
nearest five cents. And offi-
cials in Georgia and Utah
have issued nonbinding
guidance to businesses.

“States do not have the
luxury of waiting for the fed-
eral government,” said
Katherine Tschopp, senior
associate at government re-
lations firm MultiState.

Complicating the issue
are the growing number of
jurisdictions requiring busi-
nesses to accept cash — a
move aimed at protecting
vulnerable consumers who
may not have access to cred-
it cards or electronic pay-
ment systems.

In November, New York
became the ninth state to add
such a rule, according to
tracking from MultiState. At
least eight major cities also
require businesses to accept
cash.

A bipartisan group of fed-
eral lawmakers have pro-
posed legislation in the U.S.
House and Senate to require
all cash transactions be

rounded to the nearest five
cents, but neither proposal
has made it to a floor vote.

The record-breaking fed-
eral government shutdown
and heated debate on health
insurance subsidies have
sidelined the penny discus-
sion, Tschopp said. She
thinks the federal govern-
ment will likely determine a
national rounding policy —
eventually. But in the mean-
time, she expects more states
to weigh in.

New York Democratic
Assemblymember John T.
McDonald IIT said he agreed
with Trump’s move to phase
out the costly production of
the penny. But businesses
are asking for some kind of
guidance now, he said.

“In the absence of federal
action, I think it’s important
that the states act to provide
clarity — clarity for every-
body: clarity for the con-
sumer, as well as the mer-
chant and the state,” Mc-
Donald told Stateline.

Approaches to rounding

McDonald’s  proposed
legislation mirrors Canada’s
rounding policy following
the 2012 elimination of its
one-cent coin. His bill calls
for so-called symmetrical
rounding of after-tax cash
purchases to the nearest five-
cent mark. Purchases ending
with one, two, six or seven
cents would be rounded
down. And purchases ending
in three, four, eight or nine
cents would be rounded up.

So, a consumer would get
no cash back from a $1.99
purchase. But a retailer
would hand over a nickel to
someone spending $1.97.

McDonald sits on the Na-
tional Conference of State
Legislature’s State and Local
Taxation Task Force that has
been examining the penny
issue. That task force has
recommended symmetrical
rounding as the fairest
method for merchants and
consumers.

McDonald noted that the
NCSL group reached a bi-
partisan consensus on the is-
sue. And he said he’s found
no opposition from New
York businesses or con-
sumer groups on his bill.

“In this day and age
where we seem to have a lot
of fractious conversations on

other issues, it’d be nice to
find something that actually
we can all agree on,” he said.
“And to have it start with the
good old little penny would
be a good spot.”

On Wednesday, South
Dakota Republican state
Sen. Tim Reed urged state
lawmakers to start commu-
nicating with agencies, re-
tailers and the public over
the issue.

A co-chair of the NCSL
task force, he said businesses
need guidance and con-
sumers may need reassur-
ance. While he acknowl-
edged concerns about
“strategic pricing” — in
which retailers set prices to
push rounding to their ad-
vantage — the group’s re-
port characterized that as a
“limited risk.”

“Everybody’s thinking,
‘Oh, I'll get overcharged, or
I'll get undercharged,””
Reed said at an NCSL virtu-
al event about the penny. He
said it would be good for
people to know that “really
this is all going to kind of
wash out in the end.”

New York Democratic
state Sen. James Sanders Jr.
said the cash acceptance law
he sponsored earlier this
year ensures people without
access to smartphones or
banking are not excluded
from commerce. That law
also says customers paying
with cash cannot be charged
more than other buyers.

“Otherwise, you ab-
solutely have a two-tiered
system,” he said, noting that
cash is “a lifeline” for work-
ing families, older adults,
immigrants and small busi-
nesses.

Sanders said he would
prefer for retailers to round
down to the nearest nickel
on cash transactions to pro-
tect consumers.

“For the large corpora-
tions, this could be a differ-
ence of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars if they are
steadily rounding up,” he
said. While each rounding
transaction represents a loss
or gain of only a few cents,
Sanders said, “multiply that
by tens of thousands of peo-
ple, and you’ve effectively
raised the price of your prod-
uct without any type of sanc-
tion.”

Sanders said he plans to
introduce legislation on the
matter soon, but added that
he remains open to McDon-
ald’s current proposal of
symmetrical rounding. More
than anything, he said, busi-
nesses desire some kind of
guidance.

“We’re not trying to cheat
business. We’re just trying
not to be cheated by busi-
ness,” he said. “The people
I’ve been speaking to are
honest souls, and they just
want to know the right thing
to do in a penniless society.”

A rapid change

The U.S. Mint in
Philadelphia struck the last
penny on Nov. 12, but pen-
nies were already scarce at
that time.

By mid-November, more
than 100 of the govern-
ment’s 165 coin distribution
sites across the country were
without pennies, according
to the Retail Industry Lead-
ers Association, which repre-
sents major chains including
CVS, Target and 7-Eleven.

In a November survey of
its members, that organiza-
tion found six national
chains had more than 1,000
stores that had no pennies.

The association said most
of its survey respondents
were rounding cash transac-
tions to the benefit of cus-
tomers — always down to
the nearest five cents. While
it’s fair for shoppers, it’s
“costing businesses millions
of dollars as small amounts
add up across thousands of
daily cash transactions.”

While states weigh the is-
sue, the association is push-
ing for a federal answer.

“We are urging the feder-
al government to quickly ad-
dress the problem, to allow
for uniform adjustments by
retailers that operate in a
multitude of states,” Austen
Jensen, the organization’s
senior executive vice presi-
dent of public affairs, said in
a statement to Stateline.

Other groups, including
the American Bankers Asso-
ciation, have also pushed for
federal action.

“They’re obviously con-
cerned about it and wanting
a federal fix,” said Christo-
pher Phillips, a partner at
law firm Holland & Knight.
“The government fairly

To ensure publication,
ads must be received
by 5 p.m. Friday

abruptly decided they
weren’t going to mint any
more pennies and these
shortages of pennies spread
fairly quickly across the
country.”

For retailers, the problem
is both practical and legal,
said Phillips, who represents
payment system companies
and financial technology
firms.

In many of the jurisdic-
tions that require merchants
to accept cash, the laws ex-
plicitly forbid charging cash
customers more — and have
a per-transaction fine for vi-
olations, raising the possibil-
ity of big fees. And Phillips
said merchants could face
class-action lawsuits for
rounding policies in which
plaintiffs argue they are
charged more than adver-
tised or face unfair or decep-
tive business practices.

Federal regulations also
ban retailers from charging
more for purchases made
with food stamps, through
the Supplemental Nutritional
Assistance  Program, or
SNAP. Cash rounding poli-
cies complicate that rule, as
some customers would be
charged less for certain cash
purchases than those using
SNAP cards.

“The unintended conse-
quences of these administra-
tive actions, and these laws
and how they flow together
to create real problems that
were certainly never envi-
sioned,” Phillips said.

So far, merchants have

come up with their own poli-
cies.

Because of the penny
shortage, the East Coast con-
venience store chain Sheetz
asked customers to move to
cashless payments or round
up to support charitable
causes. It even offered free
beverages for those willing
to cash in 100 pennies.

Kwik Trip, which oper-
ates convenience stores
across the Midwest, in Octo-
ber announced its registers
would automatically round
down cash transactions to
the nearest nickel in favor of
customers.

But without a federal
standard, the landscape is
patchy, Phillips said. Round-
ing creates a winner and a
loser in each cash transac-
tion. Some companies have
pushed to standardize their
practice across the country,
but others will only choose
to round down if required.

“Others are like, ‘You
know what? This is actual
money for us,”” he said.
““We’re not just going to
give it up for the sake of
convenience.””

This story was originally
produced by Stateline, which
is part of States Newsroom,
a nonprofit news network
which includes South Dako-
ta Searchlight, and is sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. See more at
southdakotasearchlight.com.
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Meet Buster! He was
born Feb. 16. He is a
Lab mix. Buster is
neutered and up to
date on shots. He is
very high energy.

All “Pet of the Week’ listings are available for adoption at the
Battle Mountain Humane Society.
27254 Wind Cave Rd., Hot Springs, SD.
605-745-SAVE (7283)
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Ronni Calvied, Agent
Roand Cavird Agency lac
NS

Custes, SD57730

Bus: (605) 6734492
1calvird@amfam com
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THE WESTERN TRADER WISHES YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS!

605-673-2217

Wednesday 12-24
CHRISTMAS EVE

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM - 3 PM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

7 PM

Thursday 12-25

CHRISTMAS DAY

Friday 12-26

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Coffee Club
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Saturday 12-27

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

10 AM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

10 AM

Chess Club

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

5-7 PM

Sunday 12-28

Women's 12-Step Recovery
Custer Alano Club

Custer, SD

10:15 AM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

S PM

Monday 12-29

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9 AM - 11 AM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

Noon

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

4 PM

Hermosa Connects
Hermosa Coffee House
Hermosa, SD

6 PM

Tuesday 12-30

Custer County Commission
Custer County Courthouse
Custer, SD

8 AM

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-4:30 PM

Seniors Knitting Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-3 PM

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:45 PM

Hermosa 12-Step
Recovery Program
Hermosa United
Church of Christ
Hermosa, SD

6 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

6 PM

Bingo Night
Gold Pan Saloon
Custer, SD
6:30 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Wednesday 12-31

Men’s Breakfast Bible
Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

7:30 AM

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

ANOTHER NEW YEAR OPPORTUNITY — Keyst

- -~ -

ne will

be the site of a family-friendly New Year’s Eve event
when Sprockets Fun Foundry hosts its family fun event
beginning at 2 p.m. The event runs until 10 p.m. and will
feature a wristband special for arcade play and virtual
reality, as well as party favors. [Submitted Photo]

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM -3 PM

New Year's Early Eve Party
Custer County Library
Custer, SD

Noon

New Year's Eve

Family Fun Event
Sprockets Fun Foundry
Keystone, SD

2PM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

7 PM

Seniors Mahjongg
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1 PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kid’s
Annex

Hill City, SD

315 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

6 PM

Bluegrass V¥

The Gaslight Restaurant
Rockerville, SD
6:30-8:30 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Friday 1-2

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Coffee Club
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9-11 AM

Storytime

Hill City Public Library
Kids Annex

Hill City, SD

9:30 AM

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9 AM - 11 AM

Learn to Quilt

Quilted Buffalo
Custer, SD

9 AM to Noon

Seniors Yoga
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD
9:15 AM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

Noon

Custer Rotary Club
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

Noon

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

4 PM

Custer City Council
Custer City Hall
Custer, SD

5:30 PM

Buffalo Gap Town Board
Buffalo Gap

Community Center
Buffalo Gap, SD

6 PM

Financial Peace University
Class

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM

Tuesday 1-6

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

S AM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-4:30 PM

Seniors Knitting Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-3 PM

Custer Piecemakers

Quilt Guild

Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Custer, SD

1:30 PM

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:45 PM

3LACH RXL

LIVE MUSIC - LOCAL EVENTS

Hill City Lions Club Meeting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

6 PM

Hermosa Town Board
Hermosa Town Hall
Hermosa, SD

6 PM

Hermosa 12-Step
Recovery Program
Hermosa United
Church of Christ
Hermosa, SD

6 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

6 PM

Ladies Night at

The Cruisin' Canvas
The Cruisin Canvas
Custer, SD

6-8 PM

Bingo Night
Gold Pan Saloon
Custer, SD
6:30 PM

Entrepeneur Meeting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

6:30 - 7:30 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Wednesday 1-7

Men's Breakfast Bible
Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

7:30 AM

Merchants Meeting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8 AM

Driver's License Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, SD

8 AMto S PM

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM - 3 PM

Life Group

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Lunch Bunch
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Kidzlife

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

3:15-5:15 PM

Keystone Town Board
Meeting

Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, SD

5 PM

Youth Group

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:30 PM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM
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Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

7 PM

Thursday 1-8 Monday 1-12

CPR/AED Morning Session
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8 AM

Women’s Bible Study
Fellowship

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

8:3 -10 AM

CPR/AED Afternoon
Session

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kid's
Annex

Hill City, SD

3:15 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

6 PM

Nature's Clues: Intro to
Animal Tracking

The Trailhouse

148 Gordon St.

Custer, SD

6-7:30 PM

Civil Air Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9 AM - 11 AM

Storytime

Hill City Public Library
Kids Annex

Hill City, SD

9:30 AM

Saturday 1-10

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

10 AM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

10 AM

Custer Community Action
Team Food Distribution
CAT Building, corner of N.
6th and Lincoln streets
Custer, SD

2-5 PM

Chess Club
Pringle Town Hall
Custer, SD

5-7 PM

Trivia Night - Local
Knowledge

Sprockets Fun Foundry
Keystone, SD

6 PM

Sunday 1-11

Seniors Sunday Breakfast
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8 AM-12 PM

Women's 12-Step Recovery
Custer Alano Club

Custer, SD

10:15 AM

Learn to Quilt

Quilted Buffalo
Custer, SD

9 AM to Noon

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

Noon

Custer Rotary Club
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

Noon

Bookuquet Book Club -
“Killers of a Certain Age"
Petals & Pages

Custer, SD

S PM

Custer School District
Board of Education
School Administration
Building

Custer, SD

6 PM

Hermosa Arts & History
Association

HAHA Building

Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Tuesday 1-13

Zonta

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

1PM

Feeding South Dakota
Truck

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

1-3 PM

Custer City Planning
Commission

Custer City Hall
Custer, SD

S PM

Custer Meet & Eat
Custer Community Church
Custer, SD

5-7 PM

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:45 PM

Hermosa 12-Step
Recovery Program
Hermosa United
Church of Christ
Hermosa, SD

6 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

6 PM

Ladies Night at

The Cruisin’ Canvas
The Cruisin Canvas
Custer, SD

6-8 PM

Bingo Night
Gold Pan Saloon
Custer, SD
6:30 PM

Hot Springs Amateur
Radio Club

South Annex Building
709 Jensen Highway
Hot Springs, SD

6:30 PM
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605-673-2629

Serving the Black Hills Area

Saturday 1-3

Friends of Bill W. AA Group

Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD
10 AM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

10 AM

Custer Pack Dog Walk
Pageant Hill

Custer, SD

1AM

Trivia Night - 1980's
Sprockets Fun Foundry
Keystone, SD

6 PM

Sunday 1-4

Custer Community Action
Team Food Distribution
CAT Building, Corner of N.
6th and Lincoln Streets
Custer,SD

10 AM-1PM

Women's 12-Step Recovery
Custer Alano Club

Custer, SD

10:15 AM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

6 PM
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for 100 years
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This Reliday

; from all of us to all of
Y. you, we want to say 5
thank you for your
{: patronage in 2025.
rry Chris

season




