
BLACK HILLS LIVE
Arts, Entertainment & Music
is featured on page 6 of the

Western Trader!

Thanks for saying
you saw 

it in the Western
Trader!



   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
HELP WANTED
CUSTER COUNTY IS
ACCEpTING AppLICA-
TIONS FOR A pART-TIME
CLERICAL SUppORT
position with Public Health
Nursing Services. This role
provides administrative
assistance, client communi-
cation, vaccination record
updates, and office support.
The position works
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM, with no
weekends and most holi-
days off. Starting wage is
$17.00/hr, with occasional
travel to Rapid City for train-
ings. Applicants must meet
immunization requirements
and maintain HIPAA confi-
dentiality. Apply online at
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact the
Custer County Human
Resources Office at 605-
673-8134 or
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. 120 36tfn

CUSTER LUTHERAN FEL-
LOWSHIp IS SEEKING
applicants for a facility and
property manager. This is a
part-time position (15-20
hours/week) with competi-
tive pay based on skills and
abilities. This individual will
be responsible for cleaning
all areas of the church as
well as conducting basic
repairs and maintenance to
the building and property.
For more information please
email at
pastor_clf@gwtc.net.    118 38c
GARAGE SALE - PRINGLE
LARGE YARD SALE in

Pringle. Household and
tools. Lots of stuff. 512
Railway Street. September
12-13. 8am-2pm.
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
GIANT DOWNSIZING
SALE - Friday, Sept 12 &
Saturday Sept 13 -
Household items, furniture,
tools, lawnmower, bed and
bedding and much more!
520 Major Lake Drive,
(Sunset Creek) Hill City.     

122 36c

FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
AUTUMN FALLING
pRICES!  ALL ITEMS DIS-
COUNTED at Back Alley
Bargains 101 Pine Ave Hill
City (directly behind Super 8
Hotel) Saturdays 10 AM
Until 4 PM - Free Coffee and
Cookies! 119 36tfn

FOR RENT:
FOR MONTH TO MONTH-
RENT IN HILL CITY.
Completely furnished, 3
BDRM, 2 bath seasonal
vacation home. Available
into April/May 2026.
Includes washer/dryer &
all utilities,  high speed
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Vic at
605-209-3963. 123 37tfn

FOR RENT: 3 bEDROOM 1
bATH mobile home  4 miles
west on Hwy 16, $1,250 per
month includes, large lot,
10'x20' storage shed, water,
sewer, & garbage; Available
15 September; call Richard
605 673-2587. 121 39c

ONE AND TWO ROOM
MONTHLY SpACES. From
$700 to $1,000. All utilities

included. WIFI and Roku,
too. private laundry soon.
Dogs welcome. Three
minutes from Custer.
Remodeled and clean.
605-440-0370 110 39p

TWO bED, ONE bATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc
THREE bEDROOM, ONE
bATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn
BUSINESS SPACE:
HUGE OppORTUNITY
FOR SMALL SpACE FOR
RENT on Main Street in
Hill City. Approximately
750-square feet. Food
service qualified (former
ice cream/antique shops
available immediately).
NOW IS THE TIME.
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.

45 36tfn

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

AGRICULTURE:
ATTENTION FARMERS
seeing white mold in your
fields? Noticing SDS?
Share your location and
enter to win FREE soy-
bean seeds for 2026.
Call Emily 605/290-8383

EVENTS::
DAKOTA TERRITORY
GUN COLLECTORS Gun
Show, Mobridge, SD.
September 13-14.
Saturday 9-5 & Sunday
9-3.  Call Gene @ 605-
848-2427.
LAND::
IN SEARCH OF pAS-
TURE for 50-300 Pairs.
5th Generation, SD,
ranchers looking to
expand. Long term lease
preferred but would con-
sider short term. Call
(605)690-1997.
MISCELLAENOUS:
WE bUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS-IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373
bATH & SHOWER
UpDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable

prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-754-0067
STOp OVERpAYING
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket
costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call
now for a competitive
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income
based government subsi-
dies are available for
those that qualify!
NOTICES:
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
pApERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATERIDE SHARE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

Rent this
space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$22.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217
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space!
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673-2217
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(minimum three month commitment)
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space!
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(minimum three month commitment)
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space!

Only $11.00 a week
(minimum three month commitment)
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HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By Makenzie Huber
South Dakota Searchlight

Three candidates hoping
to be South Dakota’s next
governor support a statewide
policy or law banning cell-
phones from school class-
rooms. Another said the de-
cision should be left to local
school districts, while a po-
tential candidate is seeking
local input on the issue.

Most school districts in
South Dakota already have a

policy in place that doesn’t
allow cellphones in class-
rooms. About one-third of
school districts take the fur-
ther step of removing or
locking away cellphones
during class or school hours,
based on a South Dakota
Searchlight survey of super-
intendents and analysis of
published school policies.

South Dakota’s lone U.S.
Rep. Dusty Johnson, a Re-
publican, announced three
days after the publication of

Searchlight’s story that, if
elected governor next year,
he would seek a statewide
prohibition on student cell-
phone access during class
time.

“The state constitution
makes it clear that kids
should have quality educa-
tion,” Johnson told Search-
light. “The state government
setting a broad-stroke policy
and then having the execu-
tion of that strategy and
management done at the lo-

cal level will give us the best
of both worlds.”

South Dakota is one of 24
states to not implement a
statewide policy or law to
ban or limit cellphone use in
classrooms. State lawmakers
considered a statewide effort
last legislative session, but
held off after school admin-
istrators said they’d prefer to
determine policies at the lo-
cal level. The Legislature in-
stead passed a resolution en-
couraging school boards to
implement such policies.

According to a 2024 Pew
Research Center survey, 72
percent of U.S. high school
teachers say cellphone dis-
traction is a major problem
in the classroom. Some re-
search suggests student per-
formance improves after
schools ban cellphones.

Other candidates
weigh in

Two other announced
candidates for governor said
they support efforts to estab-
lish a statewide law or policy
removing cellphones from
classrooms.

South Dakota House
Speaker Jon Hansen, R-Dell
Rapids, would support a
statewide policy to ensure
students focus “on learning,
not on distractions” and fos-
ter healthier social interac-
tions.

Democrat Robert Arnold,
a 20-year-old college student
who said he plans to run for
governor, said a statewide
policy or law would benefit
students, but added that oth-
er efforts would be more im-

pactful on student wellbeing,
including providing univer-
sal free lunch and ensuring
the federal Department of
Education remains intact.
Arnold said Johnson should
support those efforts.

“Not a peep from him
about policies that will have
a real impact on our people,
but he’ll of course propose
legislation that at least
makes it look like he cares
about our children’s educa-
tion,” Arnold said in an
emailed statement.

Aberdeen businessman
and Republican Toby Doe-
den said phones in class-
rooms are “roadblocks” to
education and a “breeding
ground” for negative influ-
ences and distractions. But
he said school boards should
address the issue.

“Allowing state leaders to
mandate individual policy
changes at the local level
would set a terrible prece-
dent and is an obvious con-
stitutional overreach,” Doe-
den said in a text message.
“As governor, I would ab-
solutely lean on our local
school boards to ban cell-
phones from the class-
rooms.”

Current Republican Gov.
Larry Rhoden has not an-
nounced his intention to run,
but is expected to enter the
race. The Rhoden adminis-
tration is asking school lead-
ers if they prefer cellphone
policies that come from the
local or state level,
spokesperson Josie Harms
said in an emailed statement.

First Lady Sandy Rhoden
spent the first few months of
the Rhoden administration
visiting schools to talk about
the consequences of using
cellphones during school
hours.

Students at Platte-Geddes
School District, the first in
the state to lock away stu-
dent cellphones during the
school day three years ago,
said the restriction improved
relationships and academics,
the first lady said in a state-
ment.

“Our students have so
much to gain, and the con-
stant distraction impedes
their ability to learn,” she
said.

School administrator rep-
resentative encourages local
control

Rob Monson, executive
director of School Adminis-
trators of South Dakota, said
school administrators prefer
to handle the issue them-
selves. He surveyed mem-
bers of his organization last
year, when legislators con-
sidered introducing a bill.

“I think most school dis-
tricts are doing what they
feel they should and what’s
best for their school districts
and patrons,” Monson said.

Monson added that if a
bill is introduced this legisla-
tive session, his organization
will likely oppose it. 

Johnson hopes the Legis-
lature passes a bill this win-
ter setting a statewide stan-
dard, saying it’s a “no-brain-
er.”

Three of five  governor hopefuls endorse statewide approach to cellphones in classrooms
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